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To improve and extend the lives 
of the citizens of the state of 
Michigan by increasing public 
and professional participation 
in organ and tissue donation 
for transplantation.

GIFT OF LIFE’S Mission

When people ask what we do at Gift of Life 
Michigan, the quick answer is that we help facilitate 
the recovery of organs and tissues for transplantation. 
But that leaves out so much of our story. For 40 years, 
Gift of Life has helped give new or improved life to 
people who are critically ill or injured. We have 
provided individuals and their families the opportunity 
to have their final act be one of generosity and love.
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Because of Gift of Life, fathers have had the chance 
to walk their daughters down the aisle. Mothers have 
been able to see their children grow to adulthood. 
And thousands of individuals have returned to 
productive, fulfilling lives that benefit both their 
families and their communities. Our work has brought 
a measure of comfort to grieving families, often on the 
darkest day of their lives.

I have had the privilege of being part of the Gift 
of Life family for 28 of its 40 years. Since 2008 I 
have had the honor of serving as its CEO. I do not 
take our mission lightly, nor do any of us who know 
that thousands of people depend upon Gift of Life to 
receive the gifts that may let them live another day 
to its fullest. At this time, we choose to look back at 
our organization’s 40 years with pride in what has 
been accomplished. And we carry a resolve to work 
ever harder so that even more lives in Michigan and 
beyond can be saved through our endeavors.

Richard Pietroski 
Gift of Life Michigan CEO

WhAT GIFT OF LIFE IS ALL ABOuT



Mid-1990s:
Gerda Lipcaman (center), 

Gift of Life’s first executive director, 
is flanked by her successor, 

Tom Beyersdorf (left), and 
Dr. J.C. Rosenberg (right), a transplant 

surgeon and one of the five 
founding fathers of Gift of Life. 
The organization has had only 
three executive directors in its 

40 years: Lipcaman, Beyersdorf 
and Richard Pietroski.

home for a quarter-century: 
The headquarters on Platt Road, 
under construction circa 1982. 

Initially thought to be too large, the 
site soon filled up and saw a number 

of expansions before Gift of Life 
moved to new headquarters 

in 2008.

In 1971, organ transplantation was a hit-or-miss affair, involving 
only kidneys in any appreciable numbers, and relying on word 
of mouth, personal contacts and, frankly, luck for patients in 
need. Many usable kidneys were wasted, and competition – 
not cooperation – was the order of the day.

Five transplant surgeons had a different idea. Meeting at a 
restaurant in Brighton, Mich., on Oct. 27, 1971, they laid 
the foundation for what would become Gift of Life Michigan. 
Their plan was visionary: Put differences aside and create 
a statewide patient-centered system that allocated organs 
equitably among transplant centers and to those patients most 
in need. The Transplantation Society of Michigan, as it was 
then known, set up shop in Ann Arbor, hiring Gerda Lipcaman, 
a one-time National Kidney Foundation employee, as its first 
executive director and its staff of one.

Today, Gift of Life Michigan is a $39-million-plus operation 
that employs nearly 200 people and saves 900 or so lives 
every year through organ donation and transplantation. Literally 
tens of thousands more benefit from the tissue transplants the 
organization facilitates. 

gift of life 
history4ORTY Ye

a
Rs

1971 Five transplant surgeons create The 
Transplantation Society of Michigan, 
eventually to become Gift of Life 
Michigan.

1982 Renovates an old dairy farm on Platt 
Road, creating a then state-of-the art 
central office and laboratory.

1984 Becomes the referral and recovery 
organization for tissue donation in 
Michigan.

1992 Longtime director Gerda Lipcaman 
retires, replaced by Tom Beyersdorf, 
who creates new organizational 
policies and department structure.

1993 First donor family ceremony held.

2008 Tom Beyersdorf retires, succeeded by 
Gift of Life veteran Richard Pietroski 
as CEO.

2008 Moves to 50,000-square-foot, 6.5-acre 
campus on Research Park Drive, 
Ann Arbor.

2010 Conducts first organ recovery at the 
Gift of Life Surgical Center in Southfield.

New era: 
Staff help facilitate the first organ 

recovery at the Gift of Life Surgical Center 
in Southfield on August 26, 2010.

Constant reminder:
Gift of Life moved to its current site in 2008. 

Visitors and staff are greeted by a permanent 
wall tribute to those who gave the gift of life.

Gift of Life has become a leader in the organ and 
tissue donation industry. It regularly ranks among the 
top two or three organ procurement organizations in 
donation following circulatory death, and its work 
has been published and presented internationally. 
In the past year, Gift of Life was among eight 
organizations receiving the u.S. Department of health 
& human Services’ organ donation gold medal 
for performing above expected outcome metrics.
Most importantly, Gift of Life continues to save and 
improve lives; it honors donors and their families 
by getting the precious gifts to those most in need.

Milestones:



For 40 years, Gift of Life has worked to make these stories a reality. 
The mechanisms to facilitate them have changed immensely. In the 
early days, a perfusion machine was hauled in the back of a van 
(dubbed “Stanley’s Steamer” after a founding father, Dr. Stanley 
Dienst); in contrast, Gift of Life these days is exploring ways to use 
cutting-edge technology that reconditions organs that have been 
removed from a donor, thus enabling both more transplants and 
higher-quality transplants. 
But whether it’s 1971 or 2011, the dedication and professionalism 
exhibited in carrying out these life-saving, life-improving efforts has 
not wavered.
Today, the Gift of Life communication center triages over 36,000 
referrals every year 24/7. Gift of Life’s full-service laboratory annually 
performs over 13,000 compatibility tests and 5,000-plus  infectious 
disease tests to ensure the best possible outcome for people in need 
of a life-saving transplant. 
Donation coordinators stand ready to be dispatched around the 
clock to the state’s 140-plus hospitals, while hospital services 
associates provide hundreds of in-services and follow-ups each year 
to help train hospital nurses and physicians. A record 21 Michigan 
hospitals earned u.S. organ donation medals in 2010 for exceeding 
national benchmarks, through their collaboration with Gift of Life.
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A heart recipient once 
noted that her transplant 
was not just a gift to her. 

The new heart was a gift 
to her children, who now 
had their mother to help 

guide and nurture them as 
they grew.

Matchmaker: 
Gift of Life’s full-service 

laboratory is open 24 hours a 
day to conduct compatibility 

and infectious disease tests that 
ensure patient safety.

highest honor:
In 2010, Gift of Life 

received the u.S. 
Department of health & 

human Services gold 
medal for excellence in 

organ donation. 

On the front line: 
Communication center screeners 
and specialists receive calls on every 
hospital death in the state, more than 
36,000 referrals a year.

And since the fall of 
2010, roughly a third 
of Michigan organ 
recoveries occur at the 
Gift of Life Surgical 
Center in Southfield. The 
standardized, dedicated 
surgical suites lead to 
higher consistency and 
efficiency that benefits 
donor families, transplant 
centers and recipients. 
The result is felt most 
by those in need. As 
one pancreas recipient 
explained: “People ask if 
I feel better, and I do. But 
really, for the first time in 
decades, I feel normal.”

 Year Organ Organs 
  donors  transplanted
 1971 0 0
 1972 36 52
 1973 75 124
 1974 78 144
 1975 91 138
 1976 80 112
 1977 79 119
 1978 77 118
 1979 93 146
 1980 83 156
 1981 88 191
 1982 79 196
 1983 104 206
 1984 123 245
 1985 147 302
 1986 156 353
 1987 144 360
 1988 136 349
 1989 141 382
 1990 138 397
 1991 175 432
 1992 162 432
 1993 163 440
 1994 189 495
 1995 171 500
 1996 157 451
 1997 167 438
 1998 200 537
 1999 186 483
 2000 196 482
 2001 219 550
 2002 226 568
 2003 211 526
 2004 276 663
 2005 265 802
 2006 292 905
 2007 301 881
 2008 327 922
 2009 288 864
 2010 289 792
   2011* 216 612

*As of October 20, 2011

MicHigan ORgan dOnORs 

and lives saved



Stroke of a pen: 
u.S. Senator Carl Levin becomes 

the first person to join the Michigan 
Organ Donor Registry in 1994.

creating a pro-donation
e n v i r o n M e n t

Since 1994, individuals in Michigan have documented their 
decision by joining the Michigan Organ Donor Registry. 
The registry has taken a variety of forms – including a major 
breakthrough starting in 2007 that created a heart insignia 
for drivers’ licenses and state IDs – and today nearly 2.4 
million residents have chosen to be a hero.
Gift of Life promotes the registry through more than 2,000 
community events every year, ranging from major efforts like 
LIFE Walk in Detroit to donor drives at health fairs, small-
town parades and service clubs. The organization works 
closely with the Michigan Secretary of State to make sure 
everyone has the opportunity to join the registry.
In addition, Gift of Life honors those who have given the 
gifts of life, sight and mobility. The organization recently 
held its 19th annual Michigan Donor Family Ceremony, 
in conjunction with the Michigan Eye-Bank, its closest 
corporate partner. The ceremonies serve as a reminder that 
life-saving, life-improving transplants begin with someone’s 
decision to donate.

Organ and tissue donation doesn’t necessarily 
start in a hospital. It begins with a mindset among 

individuals, families and communities that a 
person’s final act can be one of helping save 

and improve lives.

giFT OF liFe
dRaMaTic gROwTH
Since 2007, when the heart Insignia 
Law took effect, the Michigan Organ 
Donor Registry has risen dramatically, 
to nearly 2.4 million people. here are 
the annual increases in the registry:

First meeting:
A donor mother and the recipient of her 

daughter’s kidney embrace at a Donate Life 
Month media conference.

Spread the word:
Public events like this 
celebration at the state 
Capitol push Gift of 
Life’s mission out to 
the public. Present 
are more than 500 
donor family members, 
transplant recipients, 
public officials and 
people waiting to live.

2007: 149,000

2008: 165,000

2009: 240,000

2010: 320,000

2011: 306,000*
*Through mid-October 2011



Gift of Life has had a constant partner for 
much of its four-decade journey: the Gift of Life 
Foundation, which has provided funding for 
everything from transplant recipients needing 
medication to efforts that boost the Michigan 
Organ Donor Registry and scientific research.

sUpporting the 

MissionTHe FOUndaTiOn
The Foundation is its own separate 501(c)3 organization. 

Two of its primary projects are the Williams Memorial 
Grant Fund and the Transplant Social Workers Patient 
Assistance Grant Fund. The former disburses up to 
$1,000 to recipients who need help for their transplant 
maintenance medications and insurance co-pays. The 
latter provides funding to transplant social workers to 
help candidates and recipients meet unexpected or 
urgent needs.

“If it had not been for God first and then the Williams 
Fund, I would not be here today,” one recipient said.

The Foundation’s work has grown far beyond those 
two funds. In the past five years alone, the Gift of Life 
Foundation has allocated over half a million dollars to 
recipients, research and donor registry efforts.

Outreach: 
A Foundation grant helped support 

the “I Joined!” campaign.

Deserving: 
The Foundation annually 
hands out professional 
and community service 
awards.

•	 Transplant	recipient	and 
social	worker	assistance

•	 The	Michigan	Eye-Bank’s 
“I	Joined!”	campaign

•	 Call-to-action	materials	at	
Secretary	of	State	offices

•	 Research	on	outcomes	of 
African-American	living 
kidney	donors

•	 A	Donate	Life	parade	float

•	 Community	Service	and	
Professional	Service	Awards

Here	are	some	of	the	
myriad	projects	the	Gift	of	
Life	Foundation	supports:

Gift of Life Governing Board

Gift of Life Foundation

Gift of Life Advisory Board
Marwan Abouljoud, M.D., henry Ford hospital Transplant

Maurice Binkow, Esq., honigman, Miller, Schwartz and Cohn LLP

Mark Boelkins, M.D., Saint Mary’s Transplant

William Bouman, M.D., Saint Mary’s Transplant (retired)  

Donna Duvin, American Red Cross of Washtenaw County

Stephen Economy, formerly with Wayne Co. Airport Authority  

A. Bradley Eisenbrey, M.D., Ph.D., 
henry Ford hospital histocompatibility

Sherrie Farrell, J.D., Dykema Gossett PLLC 

John E. Green Jr., Aegis Group Search Consultants, LLC

Scott Gruber, M.D.,  Ph.D., John D. Dingell VA Medical Center*

Mark harris, Clear Channel Communications

Anthony King, The Wellness Plan

Alan Leichtman, M.D., university of Michigan Transplant Center

Robert Merion, M.D., university of Michigan Transplant Center

henry Oh, M.D., St. John hospital Transplant

Jeffrey Punch, M.D., university of Michigan Transplant Center

J.C. Rosenberg, M.D., Ph.D., Gift of Life Michigan Laboratory

Elizabeth Rubinstein, henry Ford Transplant Living Community

John “Joe” Schwarz ,M.D., Former u.S. Representative

Stanley Sherman, M.D., West Michigan Surgical Specialist, P.C.

Luis Toledo-Pereyra, M.D., Ph.D., Michigan State university

Michael P. Tyranski, Merrill Lynch

Atsushi Yoshida, M.D., henry Ford hospital Transplant

Marianne Beach, M.S.A., henry Ford hospital

Francis Dumler, M.D., William Beaumont hospital Transplant

Mohamed El-Ghoroury, M.D., St. John hospital Transplant*

Diana Elrod, R.N.

John Gardner, R.N., Spectrum health

Becky harris-Burns, R.N., William Beaumont hospital Transplant

Michael James, D.O., FACC, Thoracic & Cardiovascular Institute

Pamela Jones-Sexton, M.B.A., united Bank & Trust 

Lisa Langley, R.N., Michigan Eye-Bank

Daniel Legault, M.D., Renal Associates West Michigan

Connie Mattice, R.N., M.S., C.C.R.N., A.N.P-B.C., 
Spectrum health

Linda Smith-Wheelock, M.B.A., M.S.W, 
National Kidney Foundation of Michigan

Andrea Spraggins, L.M.S.W., harper university hospital 

Marie Trojanowski, R.N.

James Andary, II, J.D., Andary, Davis, & Andary P.C.

Michael DeJong, M.D., West Michigan Surgical Specialists, P.C.

Carol Dwyer, M.S.N., M.M., R.N., Sparrow hospital

John Gerlach, Ph.D., Michigan State university

Darla Granger, M.D., St. John hospital Transplant*

Rick hillbom, M.B.A., Oakwood hospital and Medical Center

James hoogeboom, D.O., Spectrum health

Michael Jaggi, D.O., hurley Medical Center

Ruth Johnson, Michigan Secretary of State

Timothy Keener, M.B.A., public representative  

Asghar Khaghani, M.D., F.R.C.S., Spectrum health Transplant

Terri Lynn Land, former Michigan Secretary of State

John Magee, M.D., university of Michigan Transplant Center

Lauren Malinzak, M.D., henry Ford hospital Transplant

Karen Morey, donor family representative

Brian Peters, M.h.S.A. Michigan health & hospital Association

Vandad Raofi, M.D., William Beaumont hospital Transplant

Kevin Ross, M.P.h., M.S., Midwest Eye-Banks

David Rozelle, heart transplant recipient

Mary Anne Stella, R.N., American Red Cross

Panayiotis Varelas, M.D., Ph.D., henry Ford hospital

henry Walters III, M.D., Children’s hospital of Michigan Transplant

Miguel West, M.D., harper university hospital Transplant

*Denotes board president or chairperson
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