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Nearly 20 Michigan hospitals participated in a six-week Gift of Life Hospital
Challenge to add the most names to the Michigan Organ Donor Registry.
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The Hospital Challenge began on Oct. 1 and ran through on Nov. 9. The top
three winning hospitals are Sparrow Health in Lansing, Detroit Medical Center
and Beaumont Health System. They will receive trophies at a special ceremony
and news conference hosted by Gift of Life Michigan at the winning hospital.
One donation champion from each winning hospital also will be honored.
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New video focuses
on educating Muslims
about donation
Gift of Life has created a new video that features
Muslims and the decision to donate. The video
is designed to dispel myths that are specific
to the Muslim community and encourages
a family decision.
The video can be found on the Gift of Life
channel on YouTube: youtu.be/n3KN9kvoHIc

Secretary of State
Ruth Johnson receives
national recognition
The Michigan Donor Registry has over 5 million people
signed up — that’s 65 percent of the adult population.
This would not have been possible without the tireless work
by Secretary of State Ruth Johnson and the SOS branch
office clerks.
Donate Life America (DLA) created a new Innovation
Award to recognize driver’s license partners who have
demonstrated how the Donate Life mission is part of the
DMV culture. The Innovation Award was presented to
Secretary Ruth Johnson and her team at the American
Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators’ International
meeting in August and Regional meeting last month.
She won the award by increasing the Donor Registry
through her passion for organ, tissue and eye donation. She
implemented numerous new practices, including requiring
the clerks to ask the donation question, supporting new
clerk trainings and promoting the Donor Registry widely.

golm.org

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson, Gift of Life CEO Dorrie Dils and
kidney recipient John Gleason at a press conference celebrating
the Donate Life America Innovation Award in August.

James Fackler, SOS Director of the Office of Program Support,
accepting the Donate Life America Innovation Award on behalf
of Ruth Johnson in October.
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Health students gear up for statewide challenge
to register donors
HOSA — Future Health Professionals, formerly known
as Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA), is a
national student organization that will start promoting the
Michigan Organ Donor Registry.
Beginning in 2019, HOSA chapters across Michigan will
participate in the first HOSA Challenge to sign up the most
donor registrants during this event, from February 11
through March 1. A special app has been created to make it
super quick and easy for HOSA students to register donors
anywhere. Simply search for Gift of Life HOSA on the
Apple App Store or Google Play.
If you are a HOSA member
and would like to get involved,
please visit golm.org/hosa

Kidney recipient Oliver Hale educates students at the Mecosta
Osceola Career Center about the importance of donation.

Students can get the app on the
Apple App Store or Google Play.

Poster contest focuses on donation
The Michigan Donor Family Council is hosting its
inaugural poster art contest where your design will
help encourage others to help save and heal lives.
There will be three award categories, including middle
school, high school and computer-generated artwork
(grades 6 – 12). Prizes for all three categories will be
$250, $150 and $100. And the winner’s school art
department will receive a matching award, too!
Posters must be postmarked before midnight on
February 1, 2019.
For more information, go to: michigandonorfamilycouncil.org
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The power of social media reviews – share yours today!
Help others learn about Gift of Life
Michigan through your eyes —
write us a review! We love reading
reviews on our Facebook Page
(facebook.com/giftoflifemichigan) and
our Google business page (search for
“Gift of Life Michigan”). Please visit
those pages and let us know what you
think about the services we offer.

Sharing the
donation
message with
children through
storytelling
Children love to tell stories.
There’s a series of books, all of
which involve organ donation and
transplant, that help to explain the
donation process. Please click on
the link to check out the books
(a portion of the book sales are
donated to Donate Life America).
donatelife.net/books
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Upcoming Events
Thu, Nov 29 • A Christmas Concert to Remember
Holiday Inn, Southgate
The Michigan Donor Family Council proudly
presents A Christmas Concert to Remember
to honor those who gave the gifts of life, sight
and mobility. Backdraft will perform music
by the Trans-Siberian Orchestra. Tickets are
$25, including appetizers, soft drinks and tea.
Raffle and prizes. Don’t miss this great
concert to kick off the holiday season!
Tickets can be purchased at michigandonorfamilycouncil.org
Tue, Jan 1 • Donate Life Rose Parade Float
Pasadena, California
The Tournament of Roses
Parade will feature the
Donate Life Rose Parade float
— “Rhythm of the Heart.”
The float features 44 floral
portraits of donors from
across the nation, including
21-year-old Michigan resident
Shayna Sturtevant who was an organ and hand donor in 2016.
Her family will be in Pasadena to honor her gift. In addition, 26 living
donors or recipients will walk along with the float.
For more information, visit donatelifefloat.org/wp
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Upcoming Events (continued)
Mon, Feb 11 – Fri, Mar 1 • HOSA Challenge
Statewide
HOSA (Future Health Professionals) health
students across Michigan are welcome to
join this new three-week competition to
help sign up the most number of individuals
on the Michigan Organ Donor Registry.
Be sure to download the free app, too!
Wed, Jan 16 – Wed, Feb 20
16th Annual Gift of Life Campus Challenge
Statewide
All colleges and universities
in Michigan are invited to
participate in the annual Gift
of Life Campus Challenge. This
five-week event signed up more
than 1,400 people last year.
Students can hold donor drives
on campus, publish newsletter
articles and use social media
o get the word out.
For more information, go to: giftoflifemichigan.org/campus-challenge
Tue, Mar 19
9th annual Kountz - Callender - Drew
Transplant Symposium
Henry Ford Health System, Detroit
Gift of Life Michigan’s Minority Organ
Tissue Transplant Education Program
is partnering with Henry Ford Health
System to present the 9th annual
Kountz-Callender-Drew Transplant
Symposium, “Diversity and Inclusion:
A Vision for Transplantation.”

Thank you for helping
to save and heal lives
by sharing your story and
encouraging others to
join the Michigan Organ
Donor Registry.
Warm regards,
Kim Zasa
Secretary of State Liaison
and Volunteer Coordinator
for Gift of Life Michigan
866-500-5801 ext. 1042
kzasa@golm.org

Follow us on
social media!
 @Gift of Life Michigan
 @GiftofLifeMich
 @GiftofLifeMich

Register at detroitmottepfoundation.org
Mon, Apr 1 – Tue Apr 30 • National Donate Life Month
It’s never too early to start planning for April!
Let us know how you plan to promote donation during
April to help save and heal lives!
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We honor life
through donation.
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