
“ I’m proud to have a heart  
transplant because I am happy 
to be alive!”

– Devin, heart recipient 
 
 

“ The best part of having a  
transplant is that I get to go and 
meet new kids like me at camp 
every year. It’s my safe haven, 
a place where I can show off my 
scars without getting teased.”

– Alex, liver recipient

“ Amya shared love with everyone 
she came in contact with. Love 
was shown to Amya through the 
selfless act of a stranger when 
they decided to donate their 
child’s heart to her.”

–  Brianna, mother of heart 
recipient Amya

“ I’m so thankful to my donor  
for my new heart. It’s a blessing  
to be alive today because of  
him. I can do so many things  
now that weren’t possible when  
I was younger.”

– Nayeli, heart recipient

“ It’s cool to see just how many 
people’s lives he impacted and 
how many people were affected 
by his passing and are sharing  
his legacy.”

–  Friend of Stephen,  
tissue donor

Anyone can save and improve lives through 
organ, tissue and eye donation.
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Stories of Hope

Devin
14-year-old Devin was born with a rare, multi-symptom genetic disorder called 
Barth syndrome, which led to heart transplant surgery at just 9 weeks of age.  
Now a high schooler, Devin enjoys watching hockey, playing video games,  
and traveling with his parents.

Stephen
Stephen’s life was cut short when he passed away from a tragic accident at the age 
of 17 just a month before his high school graduation. Stephen lived his life every 
day extending love and respect to everyone he encountered. He always used the 
term “ELE!” or “Everybody Love Everybody.” Stephen’s lasting gift to this world was 
his designation on his driver’s license to be a donor; and he proudly left a legacy to 
help others through tissue donation.

Nayeli
15-year-old Nayeli was born prematurely with a hole in her heart. Several years  
later a heart transplant became necessary to save her life. Nayeli is alive today 
because another family chose to donate their young son’s organs after he passed 
away. She is a talented artist and enjoys swimming and playing volleyball.

Amya
Amya received a life-saving heart transplant when she was just 2 years old. Sadly, 
Amya died six years later while waiting for a second heart transplant. She enjoyed 
dancing, singing, riding her bike and spending time with her family.

Alex
Alex was diagnosed with biliary atresia at birth and had a liver transplant when he 
was only 8 months old. Alex enjoys comic books and traveling. He wants to be an 
artist when he grows up.



Other bones
Create pins and screws to promote  
healing and eliminate the need to remove 
hardware; also used for spinal fusion 
spacers, joint replacement and  
bone regeneration

Skin
For burn victims; abdominal wall repair 

after hernia surgery; breast reconstruction 
after mastectomy; bladder and  

uterine suspension 

Heart valves
Repair congenital and acquired heart  
valve defects

Ribs and costal cartilage
Facial reconstruction (jaw, nose, ears)  
often related to trauma

Long bones
Limb salvage in cases of bone cancer  
(to avoid amputation) and repair of  
traumatic injuries

Veins
For bypass surgery and kidney  

dialysis shunts

Nerves
Can protect a recipient’s damaged nerve  

during healing, repair severed nerves and 
gap (connect) injured nerves

Tendons
Arthroscopic tendon and ligament repairs,  

especially in sports injuries

Eyes/corneas
Restoration of sight

Heart

5-year survival rate  
of 70% or more

Lungs

3-year survival rate of 68%

Liver

70% provide 5 years of life  
or more

Kidneys

Improve lives for an average  
of 12–15 years

Pancreas

Improve lives for an  
average of 10-plus years

Intestines

Nearly 3,000 lives improved  
in the U.S. to date

Every donation counts
One donor can give 8 life-saving organs as well as tissues  

and corneas that can improve up to 75 lives.

Organs that can be donated

Tissues that can be donated

Did you know?
•  Minors can register to be donors too. Be sure to discuss 

your decision with your parents.

•  Anyone has the potential to be a donor, regardless of age, 
gender, ethnicity, and health conditions.

•  More than 1 million people need tissue transplants each year.

•  Nearly 50,000 people have their vision restored through  
cornea transplants every year.

Test your knowledge (more than one answer may be correct)

1.  Which of the following organs 
can be transplanted?

 a. kidneys and pancreas
 b. brain and stomach
 c. heart and lungs
 d. liver and intestine

2.  What type of organ transplant is 
most needed?

 a. kidney
 b. heart
 c. liver
 d. lungs

3.  Which of the following tissues 
can be donated?

 a. bone, skin, and heart valves
 b. corneas, nerves, and veins
 c. fingernails and teeth
 d.  tendons, ribs, and costal  

cartilage

4.  Approximately how many people 
in Michigan need a lifesaving 
organ transplant?

 a. 5,000
 b. 10,000
 c. 3,000
 d. 1,000

5.  Can people of different races 
and ethnicities be a match for 
organ transplants?

 a. Yes
 b. No

6.  How can people make their  
decision about donation known?

 a.  Say “yes” at the Secretary of 
State office

 b. Talk with their family
 c. Sign up at golm.org
 d. All of the above

Test your knowledge answers: 
 1. acd, 2. a, 3. abd, 4. c, 5. a, 6. d

Michigan Organ Donor Registry
Signing up on the Michigan Organ Donor Registry will ensure your decision 
to donate your organs and tissues is honored. Parents may legally revoke 
the decision of a minor to be a donor until that individual turns 18.

For more information, visit golm.org/go/allofus


